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THE FESTIVAL IS LIFTING ITS HEAD OUT OF THE WATER TO LOOK AT 

THE BROADER MARINE ENVIRONMENT

AN EVENT FOR  IMAGE PROFESSIONALS

AN EVENT FOCUSED ON THE CORPORATE WORLD AND BLUE GROWTH

A CHANCE FOR THE PUBLIC TO EXPLORE  MARINE WORLDS

EVERY NOVEMBER FROM NOW ON IN  MARSEILLE 
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Blue Growth

THE EARTH IS BLUE

Life began in the ocean, and Blue Growth is a journey of discovery to the ‘‘Center of the Sea’’. Immense as it is, the Ocean is not 
immune to the ills afflicting our planet’s land.

This journey is an opportunity for the men and women who work in the maritime world to share their technologies and research and 
build bridges between their innovations and their businesses. Their joint cause: to protect the ocean, a common good for humankind.

Investing in Blue Growth means opening the door to an infinite range of possibilities in terms of innovation and growth for tomorrow’s 
economy.
In such varied sectors as naval and nautical construction, tourism, renewable marine energy, major port facilities, maritime and river 
transportation, and marine bio-resources, our oceans, seas, and shores offer new opportunities.

It is up to us to develop and preserve them by starting an ongoing global discussion.

The Festival invites you to look and see, as a jumping point for sharing and exploring together as we strive to care for our blue planet.
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Festival Location
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3 500 m2 of total space in 2017
General public access to 2 600m2

   • Auditorium with 900 seats
   • Conference room with 120 seats
   • Sea view exhibit space 600 m2

Pro-pass space 300m2

VIP room 600m2 with sea view

LE PALAIS DU PHARO À MARSEILLE

© D.R Camille Moirenc
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Festival highlights
Festival Mondial de l’Image Sous-Marine

Festival Mondial de l’Image Sous-Marine & de l’Environnement Marin

# 42 events since the first festival 
1974 - 2008 Festival held in Antibes

30 m3 of archives. 1 700 prizes awarded over 42 years.

1974 Event founded by Daniel Mercier

2015 Final event before liquidation in 2016

2009 Festival comes to Marseille
2012 Philippe Vallete takes over as president 

30 m3 of archives - historical collection

2017 #43rd Festival to be held in November

8000 fans on social networks  (+ 3 500 in 2 months)
5 € admission for the general public, free for children age 16 and under

Editorial expanded to include the Marine Environment

1 competition for professionals and 1 amateur contest

10 000 à 15 000 attendees expected for the first event 
                              with this new scope

1 Event for image professionals

1 PR database for entrepreneurs
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For more than 40 years, the Festival was anchored underwater, and rightly so, since it was called the Festival 
Mondial de l’Image Sous-marine!

But times change, and image hunters these days are now just as likely to head to the social networks; a few clicks 
over breakfast bring us the day’s most astounding images, often with no explanation, date, or anything else that 
might keep them from being forgotten when the next day’s appear!

The underwater world remains a mystery in many ways, but it is still connected to the rest of its environment.

That is why we decided to lift our heads up out of the water and look around at the entire marine and aquatic 
environment, to offer an expanded vision of this world, the enigmatic cradle of life and fertile ground for exploration 
that we must protect if we hope to continue admiring the types of images we will enjoy at the Festival.

Which brings us to the major issue that will be in the limelight this year: Blue Growth.
At the Festival, you will enjoy a selection of films, photographs, and images alongside special lectures and 
encounters that you won’t find at any other event.

The general public is welcome to explore a series of exhibits, screenings, and big names. Image professionals and 
the media come to cross paths with other professionals within the system as well as the enthusiasts who follow 
in their wake. And finally, entrepreneurs who have realized the importance of addressing ‘‘blue’’ concerns will join 
us to ensure that our world keeps turning.

Come and see for yourself!

About
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Gather, Unite, Meet, Understand

Something for Everyone

•  COMPANIES OUT TO CONQUER BLUE GROWTH
Will come to conduct public relations, form business 
relationships, showcase their strengths, and reach out to 
their customers. Enjoy special networking events (Lunches, 
Dinners,
Small-group lectures, and targeted meetings) to meet industry 
professionals attending the Festival (from the maritime 
industries, science, images and communication, and of course 
entrepreneurs). Forums for discussion will be available to fit 
into everyone’s agenda, to be used to further the Festival’s 
existence, influence, and work. 

•  IMAGE PROFESSIONALS, THE HEART OF IT ALL
They will offer sneak previews of their latest work and compete for the 
Festival’s many prizes. It is also a chance for them to meet with professionals 
producing TV documentaries, such as the one they still miss that moved 
out of Marseille!

•  IMAGE ENTHUSIASTS CAN RUB SHOULDERS WITH MASTERS OF 
THE CRAFT

They will actually meet and talk to their idols during round table discussions 
and get to know professionals who can share their experience. Amateurs 
can also enter the photo and film contest for enthusiasts.
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Gather, Unite, Meet, Understand

Something for Everyone

•  THOSE ACTIVE IN THE FIELD WILL PRESENT THEIR RESEARCH
Scientists, field associations, and specialized guides often enable 
professionals to produce their work by bringing them close to their 
subjects, where they can capture the most stunning images to tell their 
stories. They will also be eligible for prizes based on an application...

•  PLENTY FOR THE GENERAL PUBLIC TO ENJOY
Explore Dreamscapes and experience Activities including Exhibits, 
Screenings, & Lectures, with the most stunning recently-produced 
images carefully selected by our juries. There will also be shopping 
opportunities related to the Festival’s fields of interest (diving, water 
sports, tourism, books, and much more)... as well as booths featuring 
local and regional specialties from the site of this annual event.

•  YOUNG AUDIENCES WILL HAVE LOTS OF FOOD FOR 
THOUGHT

Who will have access to all this information and time to fully process 
it? Because the young will be our future decision-makers, we want to 
give them the seeds of ideas that can then grow and mature.

•  CORPORATE ATTENDEES
They will have a showcase to present their initiatives based on our 
selected themes.
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Spaces to gather with complementary groups

A place for Everyone

CORPORATE VIP AREA
•  Individual access
• Corporate rooms
•  Lunches & Dinners 
• Private lectures 
•  Publications  

PROFESSIONNALS  AREA 
ENTHUSIASTS

• Round Tables
• Meetings
• Workshop

GENERAL PUBLIC AREA
• Booths
• Exhibits
• Lectures
• Screenings
• Informations stands
• Publications
• Activities
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Being a Partner in ‘‘Blue Growth’’

•  Meet and talk with others involved in the 
maritime economy

•  Open the door to new professional 
partnerships

•  Invite your customers to combine business 
and pleasure

•  Communicate about your brand and 
expertise

•  Spread the word about your initiatives to 
promote a responsible blue economy

• Be a a player in the region for the future
• Be visible to local decision-makers
•  Increase the international visibility of
our national expertise

•  Draw attention to your strategy  among 
employees

•  Bring your teams together around a 
shared, responsible vision

•  Meet researchers, explorers, and experts in 
marine ecosystems

•  Meet photographers, film-makers, 
producers, etc

•  Experience exclusive content presented for 
the first time at the Festival

•  Meet the people behind innovative projectsDeveloping 
your business

Enhance 
your reputation 

in the eyes 
of the public

Associate
yourself 

with a dynamic 
region

Communicate
in-house

Find food 
for thought 
and expand 

your offering
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Being a Partner in ‘‘Blue Growth’’

SPONSOR 
a piece of editorial content

ENJOY 
a private or shared VIP room

EAT LUNCH OR DINNER  
In the heart of the EXHIBITS

MEET 
international experts

COMMUNICATE 
all year long

DISCOVER
innovative projects

Benefits of VIP Access

Choose an exhibit or film competing for the 
Festival’s awards that touches you particularly. 
Throughout the Festival, the image of your 
company will be associated with the editorial 
content you are sponsoring. Demonstrate 
your commitment to using maritime resources 
responsibly to your team, partners, and 
customers.

Invite your customers, partners, and teams to a 
private space just for you in a room reserved for 
professionals only. Use this confidential area 
to meet with experts from the marine world, 
the image sector, and potential customers and 
partners. Choose between a private room or 
one that is shared with other companies.

Invite your customers or your own teams to 
a business lunch or dinner while you enjoy a 
private exhibit just for you, creating a unique 
setting to talk with a photographer, explorer, 
or scientist who is a guest at your table. Our 
menu is concocted by ‘‘Adresses Clés’’ chefs.

The Festival’s VIP rooms are above all a place to 
meet and talk with other attendees, providing 
you with access to exclusive lectures by 
specialists who are internationally recognized 
for their work on the marine world and the 
‘‘blue economy’’.

As a partner of the Festival and sponsor of 
editorial content, you have the option to 
receive materials showcasing your presence 
at the Festival or to host an exhibit on your 
premises to communicate your commitment 
all year long internally, to your customers, 
partners, on social networks, etc.

People with innovative projects, start-ups, or 
small businesses in the blue economy sector of 
photo/video production are invited to ‘‘pitch’’ 
them at regular times in the VIP room, giving 
you an opportunity to discover tomorrow’s 
solutions.
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• Reserved front-row seats at screenings

• An invitation to the awards ceremony

• Assigned parking spaces

•  An invitation to the Trolleybus party on 
Saturday evening, with the option for a VIP 
table in your name

•  And the entire Festival team is at your 
disposal to help you devise other tailor-made 
benefits!

Being a Partner in ‘‘Blue Growth’’ Benefits of VIP access

And there’s more:

© Frédéric Presles - 1996 - La route des Cachalots -  
Prix du documentaire animalier au Festival Mondial de l’Image Sous-Marine de 1997
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de La Ciotat

FESTIVAL’S ALLIES

Numerous scientists, authors, 
directors, photographers, and actors 
of the marine worlds met in the 
course of the productions, have 
already contacted us further to our 
will to pursue the adventure of the 
Festival, assuring us of their support. 
We shall not list them here....
The surprises are worth being lived 
live!

Two talented individuals with complementary skill sets have been working together since 2010, 
even developing their own independent advertising sales division: Les Adresses Clés

Création of 1st guide in 2013
September 2013 : 2 guides  25 000 ex
In 2016 : 10 guides 230 000 ex
2017-2018 : new guides will back

Frédéric PRESLES
Currently the publisher of the Adresses Clés guides, he is responsible 
for developing the advertising sales division. Began as a producer, 
director, and author (who produced more than 150 documentary 
films for television between 1993 and 2011).
His experience and knowledge of the worlds involved led to the plan 
for relaunching the Festival. (see next page)

Marion ROSSO
In charge of developing partnerships for the Festival. After 20 years in the corporate world, Marion 
now helps companies develop new activities. An active member of GRECO Provence (a group 
of top schools), she joined the team to make this event the number one place for professional 
meetings between companies involved in blue growth, the marine environment, and the image 
sector.

Joël HALIOUA
In charge of editorial production for the Festival.
Alongside his environmental Masters degree at Paris VII University, Joël Halioua launched a career as a freelance photographer 
for magazines back in 1980.As a journalist, he heads up several titles including Photo-Reporter, a showcase and gallery for photo 
journalists. His love of documentary work led him to produce ten society features for the channel TF1 before jointly founding 
in 1986 a monthly magazine called Terre sauvage, which he continues to design. (Assistant editor and director of photography) 
Specialist in editorial work, exhibit designer and consultant for the Festival, photo journalist and founder of J.H. Editorial, and 
currently photography director for We Demain magazine.

Marianne ALIVON 
Artistic director, graphic and web designer; Marianne designed the format for our 
guides, establishing our visual identity, handling all artistic direction, and monitoring 
the production of our publications. (She develops e-commerce sites and online 
showcases, print solutions, and graphic identities for many companies). Marianne 
will be developing the Festival’s new identity, monitoring its artistic direction and 
graphics, and handling social networks.

The team
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Thank you for your time.
We look forward to welcoming you as a Partner of the Festival!

CONTACT  US 

contact@aquatic-festival.com

Frédéric PRESLES
06 58 55 38 05

Marion ROSSO
06 46 66 6781

www.aquatic-festival.com


